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SubJect; Letwr of (Wosition to SB176

To Whom it May Concern:
I am wntng this letterin regards to my opposition to Senate Bill (SB) 176, relating tothe regul&ions of
firearms and knives by the University ofA1askaBoàtdoERëgei on University of Aiaskz campuses.

SBI 76 is clax1y intended to Imlit tbe Board ofRegents’ ability to govern th.e University as previously
estalhshed by the State ofAlaska Constitution. Itis my belief that jfljiis bill is passed lairs current fonn,jt
raises the potential for a number ofunfbreseen consequences to rnelude decreasing the level of afeti currently
recogmzed on the Umversny o’f Alaska Fawbanks Campus The current policies are fair, balanced and provide a
reasonable expectation ofsafety for the students, culty, staffand tsitom that regularly attend the University
ofMaskaPairb4nks Campus

Currently the Board ofRegents’ policy and University RegulatIons 0209020 regulates *1w possession of
firearms on campia This reulañoh prohibits the carzying ofa conctaled liandg’un. on the University 01 Alaska
(University) property, ma University classroom, office órbüilding..It further prohibits the tanying ofa
concealed handgun at University sponsored acts..vities provided apjropnate notice is posted m a manner provide
by law.

it ismy understanding that fnpatt, the ma atibu behind SB! 76 is to the belief; the University policies
inThnge on an individual’s second amendment right to bear arms It is Irhe that the current University
regulations restnct the Fossession of concealed handguns on Unwemity property This in no way infringes on
the individual’s broader conabtithonal ngh to keep and bear ants Whether a person owns a weapon is ofixo
consequence, and is not affected by University policy The restriction only applies to those that make the choice
to come onto University property or attend University sponsored events Once the individual makes the decision
to cmç onto University property or atten4 a University sponsored even4 they are makuig that independent
decision knowing that the University regulatipns apply This is no different than the person that decides to visit
their child’s elementary school.

University of Alaska Fairbanks Police DepartmentOffieers enforce the criminal codeadopted by the
legislature In addition we are also tasked with ensunng that certain T.Jnivenity regulations and policies are
enforced. In cased luwbich individuals phcivfise legaflypossesss firrm on University property, they ate
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askedlo sectirethoseweapons in their vthióle. The persozi’sriht to own.tht freathiis in no way infringed
upon through this process. ma case in which someohe refuses to comply with the poliöy they are asked toleavi
the University cveut or property Ifthey refise to comply with the request to leave they may be charged with
criminal trespass for failing to comply with a lawful order On-campus moidents related to improper possession
of weapons axe rare and I believe this jllustrates.the suss of the current policy.

University ofAlaska Fairbanks Police Department Officers (UAFPD) respond to allegations of misconduct 01
all kinds on o adjacent to University property This misconduct is rnclusrve ofany kmd ofweapon that may be
prohibited by criminal lawbothstate and federal Under the currentUpiversity reØatons, UAFPD is able to
proactively respond to circumstances that may appear suspicious or dangerous, and -take reasonable actions to
keep the.oarnpus sEfe..If SB .1 76 Wereto beöoxte law this abut would be restricted, creating whAt I believe to
beaincreasiPgly uhsecuró and cettainlyiess pacdve envircmneiit

The safety. of s±uden s, fâcuIty táff and visitors is OAF’s top conqern4We encourage the campus
community to report unauthorized weapons on campus The UMPD xespond to every call to determine whether
a. safety threat exists and throusk this determination take appropriate actoit The UAPPD is made up of
dedieateddaw enforcementproftsszonais, many ofwho have given the majonly oftheir law enforcement careen
to keeping the University ofAlaska a1rbanks campus safe, The curnulatite law enforcement experiatces
number rnore.than a century and at essenlially what is n eded to mnlcing lift and deat dee$sipos4

Itbas been argued thatbvinatmed citizens on campusduring an.incidentEuch ann active shooterwoüld
somehow resolve the situation sooner and sa lives I have notseen nay empirical data that would support tins
claim. I have read reports that identified there were mdrndueIs armed at the “Aurora Theater Shooting”
Responding officers, not thend mdzviduals in the heqer ultimately resolved that incident The appropriate
use of force is a complex decision making niatrvcthat takes tranupg and experience to properly navigate
Takui a human hfe is a difficult decision that even done for the appropriate reasons may haunt someone for the
rest ofTheir lives To assume becanse someone is armed they will act to the approprtatekvel offorce in a high
sfressçviror.nexit ilaive.

.1 believe that SB 176 doe&.nbt make our Univ&sity campuses safer. Nordft aid in the application of law to
enhance the work -gf the law enforeesnent profeasidnai assigned to campuses. This is why, through this letter, I
urge the Legislature to-defer tot Board ofRegerxts current statutory and constitutional duty to ensure the
saty of the University environment’ an4 not álbw SB176to move forward into law.

Sincerejy.
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Chief of Police
Umversity of Alaska Fairbanks Polite Deparitnent


