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Subject; Letter of Opposition to SB176

I‘I‘u‘“ﬂmmitMayCmm. -
ara'writing this Jetter in regards to.my opposition to Sexate Bill (SB) 176, relating to the regulstions of
firearms axidl kmives by the Utiiversity of Alaska Bosrd of Regents on Univetsity af&hshmmo

SB176 is cleayly intended to limit the Board of Regeats’ ability to govern the University as previously
established by the State of Alaska Constitution, It is my that if this bill is passed in ifs cnrrent form, it
wmamwwmmmmmmmwmm

on the University of Alaska Fairbanks Cempus. The ciwrrent policies ate fair, balanced and provide a
reasonable expettation of safety for the students, facnlty, staff and visitors that regularly attend the University
of Alaska Fairbanks Campus,

“Curreatly the Bodrd of Regents” policy and University Regulations 02.09,020 regulates the'possession of

firearmis on campys, This regulation prokibits the carrying of a conczaled handgun on the University-of Alaska

{Umvasitx}mqpﬂw hat&tﬁuﬁthmm, office of building, It further prohibits the carrying of 8

Wndhmdm University sponsored gotivities, provided appropriate nofice is posted in 4 matiner provide
law,

Tt is my 1inderstandinig that fn paxt, the thotivition behind SB176 Is due to the belief, the Univetsity policies
mwmmmwsmmmm&mmwnﬁWMmemwm
mmm@mﬁwmmUmm This in no way infringes on
the individual"s broader constitutional right to keep and bear arms. Whether a person owns a weapon is of no
mmmdismaf&mﬂbyﬂnim cy. The restriction only applies to-those that make the choice
to come pnto University property or attead Univetsity sponsored events. Once the individual makes the decision
to-comie ontd University property or attend a University sporisored event, they are making that independent
decision knowing that the University regulations apply. This is no different than the person that decides to visit
their child’s elementary school.
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legislature. In addition we are also tasked with ensuring that certain University regulstions end policies are
epforced. In cases in which individuals otherwise legally possess a firearm on University property, they are
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asked to secre those weapons in their vehicle. The person’s right to own the firearm:is in no way infringed
wupon through this process, Ina case in which someone refiises 10 comply with the policy they are asked to Jeave
the University event o property. If they refuse to comiply with the requiest to leave. they may be charged with
criminal frespass for failing to comply with & lawful order. WMMMWW
of weapons are rare and | believe this jllustrates the success of the current policy.

University of Alaska Fairbanks Police Department Officers (UAFPD) respond to allegations of misconduct 6f
all kinds on or adjacent to University 7. This misconduct is inclusive of any kind of weapon that may be
prohibited by criminal law both stats and Under the current University regulations, JAFPD is able 10

pm-anﬁvalr mwmmwwmmmmmmm

keep the campus sife. If SB176 were to become law this ability would be restricted, creating what I believe to

be an inicreasingly unsecure and certainly less proactive environment,

The safety of students, faculty, staff and visitors is UAFPD’s top concern, We éncourage the campus
mmmmmmmmmmmmmﬁhmm
mmmmmﬂmmmwmmumhmmd :
Mmdhww , many.of who have givedi the majority bf their lav enforcement careérs
to keeping the University mmmmmmmmw
mmmummﬂmamﬁnﬂywhnmnudndmmﬁm%mﬂﬂmﬂimm

It hits been argued that having armed citizens on mymdminﬂnlnddmmhummmmu
somehow resplve the situation sooner and save lives, I have not seen any u::Ffml duuﬂmmﬁmmﬂﬂs
claim. I have read reports that identified there were indivituals axmed at the “Aurore Theater Shooting.”
Responding officers, niot the armed individuals in the fheater ultimately resolved that incident, The appropriafe
use of force is.a complex decision inaking matrix that takes training and experlence to properly navigate.

Taking a human life is a diffioult decision that £ven done for the appropriste reasons may haunt someone for the.
mﬁﬂn&ﬁw&%mehmﬂﬁwﬂmthﬂaﬁm&ham
stress environment is naive,

1 bafieve that SB176 doés not make our Univérsity campuses safer. Ner does it aid in the application of law o
mmmwmwmwwmmmum,wmmr
urge the Legislature to.defer to-the Board of Re) current statutory and constitutional duty to ensure the

m#wumwmwmmmdmt y 8B176 to move forward into law,

University afAlnkaFMPﬂlimDepm

o




